[Underestimation of cases of occupational asthma in Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur and Corse region].
To evaluate a possible underestimation of disability claims for occupational asthma in the Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur-Corse area, we compared the actual figures collected from 1986 to 1988 to the predicted figures. The latter were computed from the number of exposed subjects in at-risk industries and the prevalence of occupational asthma reported in the literature for each exposure category. From 1986 to 1988, only 44 disability claims were submitted and 25 of them were accepted. These disability claims represent about 2% of the occupational asthma cases which would be expected. The reasons for such a large discrepancy could be a selection bias leading disabled subjects to leave the occupation at risk, a failure by the patient and/or the physician to identify the disease, or a poor compensation system which is not an incentive for performing a disability claim.